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The project takes an approach of working with a selected group

of young people between the age of 18-22 years in each

country, who have shown a potential for leadership, teamwork

and a commitment towards social issues. This selected group, called

the core group, then works on the Beyond Borders themes of identity,

diversity and active citizenship through action projects. Several tools

such as drama, music, dance, debating, online and offline discussions

are used to engage with a wider group of young people. The aim is

to continue an engagement to respect identities, celebrate diversity

and work like an active citizen.

Beyond Borders India 
Formation of Core Group 2004-2005

A core group of young people was selected after two orientation 

programmes on Beyond Borders. These programmes were attended by

young people largely from different colleges in Delhi. They were asked

to write a 700 word article on any project that they had been involved

within the recent past, which demonstrated their ability as active 

citizens with leadership potential. If they did not yet have a personal

experience to share, then they could write a proposal for an action-

oriented project on a specific issue that concerned them. 72 entries

were received from college students all over Delhi and 24 young 

people were selected on the basis of their passion, vision, and the

commitment they demonstrated through the articles they had submitted.

Life Skills Residential Camp
23-25 January, 2005005

The core group attended a two-and-half-day residential camp from

23-25 January 2005 at Sanskriti Kendra in Delhi, where they

participated in workshops on life skills such as conflict management,

leadership, and team work and engaged with issues related to self,

self-development and identity. The camp was facilitated by Pravah a
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Beyond Borders

Beyond Borders started
as a part of the
Connecting Futures
programme of the 
British Council -
providing a platform
for young people from
Bangladesh, India,
Pakistan, and the UK to
come together to share
and address issues 
related to identity,
diversity and active
citizenship.

Beyond Borders India 2004-2005
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not for profit organisation working with young people on self-
development and social responsibility, and the British Council team.

The objectives of the life skills residential camp were: 

1) To have an understanding of the Beyond Borders themes of
identity, diversity, and active citizenship

2) To develop and enhance core group members' skills of
leadership, negotiation, conflict management, and communication

3) To equip them with the ability to apply these skills in the
management and delivery of the Beyond Borders Festival (4-5
February)

4) To develop a plan of action and agree on a division of roles in the
running of the Festival and forward planning of the Beyond
Borders project.

Beyond Borders Festival
4-5 February 2005, British Council Delhi

The Beyond Borders India Festival was focussed around the themes of
identity, diversity and active citizenship. An audience of over 1200
young people from five countries participated in parallel events at three
different venues, within the British Council, at the Festival. Over 300
performers from colleges in Delhi presented 8 plays and 18 music and
choreography presentations, and participated in debating and 
two panel discussions (on Globalisation and Gender issues) during the
two-day festival. Workshops on puppetry, poster making and 
cartooning were also conducted during the Festival. Eight films on 
the Beyond Borders themes were screened, followed by moderated
discussions.

The core group also worked on making a film entitled
‘Conversations…’ about the Beyond Borders project. Facilitated by

Anirban Dutta of Metamorphosis Film Junction, some of the core
group members worked on scripting and editing the film.

During the Festival, a special book display in the Knowledge and
Learning Centre at the British Council Delhi featured a collection of
books on identity, diversity and active citizenship - the themes of
Beyond Borders. The book display received an excellent response with
over 50 percent of the books being reserved by library members.

The British Council Online portal (www.britishcouncilonline.org) also
featured Beyond Borders themes during February 2005 through
online polls, discussions, links and special articles of interest to young
people. The aim was to engage with them on issues of identity, diver-
sity and active citizenship including related themes such as conflict
management.

Two opinion polls were conducted during the month. One of the polls
invited opinion on how peer pressure affects young people. A large
majority of the participants (nearly 45%) felt that peer pressure influ-
enced young people in many ways i.e. in competing for results, in
smoking and drinking and for having a girl/boyfriend. More than 650
people participated in both the polls.

Two online discussions were also held during the month: 

1) Young people can and do play a crucial role in promoting active
citizenship and making a difference in this world - moderated by
Jaya Iyer, Pravah (Website: www.younginfluencers.com)

The biggest thing I have learnt is 'shedding your inhibitions’. It
(the Festival) has taught me not to be afraid of anything. Also
now I can think from others’ perspective(s). – Rahul Gandhi



Vidushi

I am from my
mother's smile,
Sunday lunches,
trips to the beach,
temple, playing
with cousins, piano 

lessons…
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2) The success of a multicultural society is built on recognising and
valuing similarities and differences - moderated by Robin
Richardson, Director, Insted UK (Website : www.insted.co.uk).

After organising a successful festival in India and participating in
other country festivals at Bangladesh, Pakistan and at the scoping
visit to Scotland, the Beyond Borders core group in India began work
on the social issues that they were passionate about.

After intense discussion and consultation, the background of which
were the discussions with overseas Beyond Borders members in
Scotland, the Beyond Borders India group identified four areas for
action projects i.e. Democracy, Gender (which included projects on
female foeticide and sexual health education) and life skills educa-
tion. Beyond Borders India has since its inception worked in a very
participatory, consultative and democratic way. The choice of action
projects and their methodology is left to the collective decision of the

group. Similarly, the group was asked to identify their training needs

in order to enable them to conduct their projects.

Training for Beyond Borders core group
The Beyond Borders core group identified a need in and received

training in facilitation skills, and attended two workshops on sexual

health education conducted by two specialist organisations -

Breakthrough and Ideosync.

Eight members of the India core group also received a good

opportunity of multicultural understanding and training in various

social issues and skills by participating in the International Summer

School in Pune during July 2005. 128 young people from nearly a

dozen countries including UK, Nepal, Bangladesh, Pakistan and India

participated in the Summer School. The Summer School was organised

I am from the memories of the past which take me to my yesteryears,
filled with happiness in chirpiness, the scolding from my parents.

I'm from my long lost friends with whom I have fought,
laughed and shared some unforgettable moments.

Shilpi



by Pravah, Centre for Youth Development Activities (CYDA) Pune and
Centre for Innovation in Voluntary Action (CIVA) UK. The Summer
School is run by young people for young people. Two members of the
India core group also volunteered in the  planning and delivery of the
Summer School programme. The programme consisted of skill
workshops (fundraising, advocacy, communication, theatre, film-
making, photography, puppetry etc.), theme workshops and
discussions (a different theme for each day - human rights, peace and
conflict resolution, globalization and livelihood, gender equity,
HIV/AIDS and sexuality, environment and sustainable development).
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shops (particularly tenets of democracy vis-a-vis other norms of
decision-making) and activities/simulations in his lectures. The
students of each school prepared a play which they presented at
the Beyond Borders festival in Delhi. In addition to these, the
group also conducted a workshop and film screening on the
occasion of Hiroshima Day with 80 students of Bluebells School.

2. Female Foeticide: A large part of the group's work in this issue
involved research (both through desk and field research) since
there are still a lot of myths (for instance, it is believed that female
foeticide is not practiced in well-to-do educated families) that
need to be cleared before one can begin having a conversation
about the issue. The research work included visits to the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi to get the social audits, the Women's Press
Corporation and various medical conferences held at Maulana
Azad Medical College; apart from newspapers, journals and the
internet. The group then made a short film presentation, a
brochure and a questionnaire as resource materials for their work-
shops. The group conducted 5 three-hour workshops giving an
overview of the issue to a target audience of the urban middle-
class living in the upper-class geographical pockets of Delhi.

The presentation was appreciated and chosen to be showcased
in the Mahila Congress Wing meeting. The group received several
invitations from colleges to conduct their presentation and is
about to complete a film on Female Foeticide.

3. Life Skills Education: The group worked on imparting life skills
that often go amiss with formal education. For instance: conflict
resolution, team building, leadership, public speaking, and other
creative skills such as Warli painting, theatre etc. The group
worked with Arya orphanage and conducted 15 workshops
directly working with 20 children (and reaching out to a larger
audience through a play presented by the children). The group
also worked with Jamghat, an initiative for and by street children,
and conducted 15 workshops with 40 children there. Among the
other workshops conducted by this group are 10 life skills work-
shops at the British Council Library reaching out to 250 young

Action Projects
Through consultation and discussion, the core group divided itself into

four sub-groups or action project groups:

1. Democracy: The group began with exploring notions of democ-

racy as a form of government/ decision making/ work practice.

Seven modules of one-and-half hours each were designed on the

theme of democracy. The first two talked about notions of democ-

racy and evolving a definition, the next four talked about threats

to democracy (particularly communalism and censorship), and the

last module talked about 'Right to Information' as one of the

ways to combat these threats. It ended with a 'Right to

Information' exercise in the school where the participants came

up with questions about the functioning of the school and

engaged with the school authorities in a dialogue about these

issues. The group conducted these workshops with two schools,

with approximately 35 students in each workshop. One of the

teachers of ‘Rajkiya Pratibha Vikas Vidyalaya’ (a Government

school for high achievers) also attended the workshops and said

that he would include some of the issues discussed in the work-

Identity is expressing yourself creatively and refusing to be silent
about injustice...this is something that came through all the work-
shops (at the Festival). – Guneet Kaur
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people. The group also did a skills-sharing session with volunteers

and target audience of CECOEDECON at Jaipur and conducted

sessions for around 50 Tibetan teachers at a workshop in

Tashijong (with an indirect outreach to 75 people). The group

received offers to conduct workshops with the chain of Salwan

Public Schools and Rajkiya Pratibha Vikas Vidyalayas.

4. Reproductive and Sexual Health Education: The group

attended a two-day workshop, receiving basic training on sexual

and reproductive health related issues from Ideosync Media

Combine to get comfortable both with the issue and talking

about it. The second day of the training focussed on sharing

information and breaking myths about HIV/AIDS. Members of the

group attended two residential programmes on sexual health and

relationship education in the UK which also gave them an
international perspective on sexual health education. The group
began with a two-hour workshop at the British Council which
was attended by members of the British Council Library, British
Council staff and parents of the group members and volunteers.
They also conducted two workshops of about 3 hours each for a
group of 20 students at Janaki Devi Memorial College. When
Beyond Borders entered its second year, three members of the
group conducted a workshop similar to the one conducted for
them by Ideosync for the new members and volunteers, thus
beginning the second phase of the sex education project. The sex
education group has designed and developed sexual health
education materials for young people which they are
disseminating through workshops in schools and colleges.

I am from...
the place Hindus and Muslims used to fight over temples and mosques...

I am from the inequality in class, caste, and gender...
I am from the youth with huge expectations...

Siddharth

Priyanka
(first ever poem)
I am from...
Dreaming of being
a doctor, ambitions
soaring high,
Always used to look
out of the window

trying to go
out and
play...

Postcard prepared by Sex-ed Group
as Communication Material
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Beyond Borders India is reinvigorated:
Selection of Core Group 2
While the first phase of action projects was going on, a few of the
first core group members moved on with their studies and career
paths. However, quite a few of the first core group members kept the
programme enthused with their zeal. Volunteers from among college
students who had enthusiastically pitched in for the first Beyond
Borders festival now also actively participated in the action projects.
It was now decided to recruit a second core group of young people
in the age group of 18-22 years, so that Beyond Borders could reach
out and build the capacity of more committed young people. The
second core group was selected through a rigorous process of

orientation, application forms, group activity and interviews by
members of the first group and British Council staff. The second
Beyond Borders orientation programme for recruitment received an
overwhelming response with more than 230 young people attending
it. The selection of the second core group was almost entirely done
by the first core group and there was a screening process at each
stage of recruitment. A few members of the first core group also
joined the core group again with a view to ensure continuity in the
programme.

Mentors:
Akanksha Datta, Ruchika Mohanty, Swati Chawla and Upasna Kaul,

members from the first core group who had shown exceptional

leadership qualities and commitment to Beyond Borders opted to be

mentors to the core group. This was introduced to further build

capacity of these young leaders and to instill a crucial element of

sustainability in the project so that it could be an organisation for, of

and by young people.

Beyond Borders India 2005-2006
Core Group 2

“BB made me realize that identity is a molten concept which evolves as
we grow and experience life. One individual can have several (even
contradictory) identities. Young people should strive to end stereotypical
notions attached to identities and end this need to identify our
identities.” -Huma Qureshi

We'll leave pretensions and we will rise.

We'll take the tear from the orphan's eyes.

We'll bring down the paradise.

We'll remove the borders from our skies.

It's a choice, it's a choice

Whether we go…

Beyond Borders.

– Beyond Borders India Song



Sanchita
I am from believ-
ing in world peace,
although the odds
are against me...

I am from my 
intimate talks with
God...calling

myself
God’s own
child...
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Life Skills Camp at SIDH (Society for
Integrated Development of the Himalayas)
October, 2005

SIDH works for developing and promoting a holistic education cur-
riculum in the rural areas of Uttarakhand (a state in North India). This
five-day intensive training (similar to the one the first core group had)
was an opportunity to understand and internalise what Beyond
Borders (BB) was, to get to know the BB team and prepare for the
upcoming BB Festival. A key element of this training programme was
the rural exposure under which the BB group visited villages near the
SIDH campus and got a first-hand experience of the problems and
issues facing the villagers. This experience helped them better under-
stand the root and nature of several social issues such as homeless-
ness, unemployment, migration and ecological destruction in the hills.

Beyond Borders Festival 2005
29-30 November, 2005

Just as the first Beyond Borders Festival, the core group took the
responsibility of designing and delivering the Festival. They divided
themselves into a number of groups depending on their interests and
skills. Each group was incharge of a particular responsibility such as
publicity and promotion, merchandising, workshops, hospitality,
monitoring and evaluation, theatre, film, stalls, exhibitions etc. The
group thrashed out ideas through an online forum designed by Ankur
Kaul, a core group member.

The publicity team came up with the Beyond Borders play where
actors underwent a month-long training and workshops aimed at
honing their theatre skills. The script of the play also came out as a

I am Cheka from Sri Lanka.
My small days were spent under tamarind shade,

With joy and happiness played with my sister,
Ate all sweets at home and went to the dentist!

Cheka
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result of discussions, interactions and the events, which the Beyond
Borders group was a part of. The play was aimed at spreading the
theme of Beyond Borders i.e. active citizenship and also making
people aware of the four action projects the group was working on.
Once the play was ready, the group went around with banners and
brochures to various public places like colleges, restaurants and the
Delhi Metro to publicise the project and the festival. Posters, invitation
letters, e-invites and of course, word of mouth was used to inform
young people about the Festival. The merchandising for the festival
included customised bags, mugs, T-shirts and “I’m an active citizen”
badges.

The Festival showcased not only the work done by all partner
countries of Beyond Borders but also provided a platform to other
organisations to talk about their cause. Some of these were Kriti -
which undertakes research and training on a range of development
issues including labour, violence, health, education, environment, law
and human rights, gender concepts and practice; Cankids - an NGO
under the Indian cancer society; We for Bhopal - dedicated to the task
of spreading awareness about the Bhopal Gas tragedy; AIESEC - an
international students' organisation; Nub Gon monastery and SIDH.
All these organisations had put up their stalls which gave the crowd
a chance to interact with them and understand their cause.

Stalls were also allotted to different participant countries -
Bangladesh, Pakistan and Sri Lanka. Each country put up a variety of

things from posters to greeting cards, from national flags to junk art
showcasing the work that they had done back home. Core group
members from member countries were present at the stalls for
general interaction with the visitors. This was vital in presenting the
international character of the project.

Films by amateur directors and both stage and street plays by  some
Delhi colleges were also presented at the festival. According to
Priyanka, who managed all the presentations and performances in
the Theatre, “The BB India festival provided a platform to all young
students from diverse fields to stage their plays which effectively
communicated to the audience the themes Beyond Borders group is
working on - identity, diversity, breaking stereotypes and active
citizenship. The performances were also related to the themes of our
action projects. With the help of pantomime theatre, we were also
able to talk about other critical and socially relevant issues.” All these
revolved around the theme of active citizenship and constituted the
highlights of the fest. A lot of like-minded people from schools, colleges
and other walks of life came together through these activities.

Besides films and plays, a number of workshops on entrepreneurship,
music and sexuality, researching reality, sustainable development and
homosexuality were also organised. A lot of school and college going
students attended these and went home 'thinking'!

A photo and art exhibition was also put up as a part of the Festival.
According to Sushant, who was leading on the exhibition, “Although
the exhibition was not a new feature, it was much appreciated. More
than anything else, it served the purpose of keeping people engaged in
the mood and theme of the festival. There were artworks by dynamic
young people that were displayed as a part of the exhibition.”

For Artie, who was a part of the hospitality team, managing time was
a real task. As she recalls, "The two days of the fest. were wonderful;
spending fun-filled moments together, attending events, stealing
away from the festival to go for shopping or for lunch, or just hanging
around meeting new people. It was not only at the festival but the fun
we had at the hotel - gossiping till 3 am, having midnight snacks
…now cribbing about how expensive it is and then discussing
something serious the next minute!"
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I am from...
a world that cages me and stifles my soul,

and I wonder where I fitted, what’s my role.
I wish I could fly free and without fear, sans pain, sans unhappiness, sans tears...

Deepika

The two day extravaganza finally came to an end with a musical 
concert which featured two local Delhi-based bands of young people
- Rudraaksh and One Night Band. Along with these a special perform-
ance by a group called 'Manzil' completely enthralled the audience.
Manzil is a self-sustaining organisation working for the holistic devel-
opment of young people through education, theater, music and art.

The work of analyzing whether the festival actually succeeded in
achieving its objective i.e of reaching out to more young people hap-
pened post-festival. According to Aparna, a member of the monitor-
ing and evaluation team, "Working as a member of the monitoring
and evaluation team was an enriching experience, but more impor-
tantly it brought forth (to me personally) the importance of evaluation
and monitoring which at any time is an important and valuable indi-
cator for a project/event etc."

The Country Festivals
Members of the group then participated in Beyond Borders festivals in
Pakistan, Bangladesh, UK and Sri Lanka and a residential programme
on sex education in the UK.

January 2006 - Islamabad
A group of six BB members went to the BB festival in Islamabad. All
five cities of BB Pakistan viz. Islamabad, Karachi, Lahore, Peshawar
and Quetta presented their work at the festival. BB India took a work-
shop on stereotypes with school students in Islamabad. There were
discussions on perceptions about gender and sexuality with members
of all the BB countries with visits to NGOs working on sexual health
in Islamabad. Other visits included an exposure to the earthquake
relief camp and an orphanage in Rawalpindi.

Anuj

I am from...

...what disturbs
me, is what will
make me happy
one day...
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February 2006 - Dhaka
A group of five BB Delhi members attended the Beyond Borders youth

festival in Dhaka. The highlight of the festival was an insight in the

workings of the Core Group members of Bangladesh and their action

projects. This included a visit to their various action project sites like

the Geneva camp to see what the group had been doing there. Also

an insight into the Bangladeshi culture helped the group shed mental

barriers and break a lot of stereotypes.

A lot of workshops on debating and creative writing along with
movie screenings helped the group get a better understanding of the
issues faced by the people there. Also, there were presentations by all
the country participants who talked about their experience in Beyond
Borders so far and shared its highs and lows.

The group from Delhi was joined by similar groups from Pakistan and
Sri Lanka; meeting whom was also an experience in itself.

February 2006 - London
A 5-day exchange programme on Reproductive and Sexual Health

Education was held in London in February 2006.

The idea of the meet was talking about issues related to sexual health

and getting to know people from different cultural backgrounds and

their perspectives on it. Discussing common issues and sharing of

experiences and learnings gave the group a new insight into the

issues they had already been working on. It was surprising to see that

developed countries like the UK too are not untouched by the issues

like HIV/AIDS, and the need for Sexual Health Education amongst

adolescents; but at the same time it was equally inspiring to see

young adults dealing with concerns in their own small ways.

BB India presented their communication material on Sexual Health

Education and pre-tested it with the UK Youth Parliament members.

The inputs from this workshop helped each group improve its commu-

nication material since Reproductive and Sexual Health was the

theme common to all BB member countries.

March 2006 - Colombo
An eight member group went to participate in BB Sri Lanka festival

and to celebrate achievements of Beyond Borders Project as a whole.

From the sessions in the festival to debates and discussions, all 

overseas participants talked about issues they were dealing within

their respective countries. It was highly inspiring and also was an eye

opener in terms of the problems prevalent in other countries.

From the concert at the festival, to the community visits, playing with

rural kids, Kandy visit, shopping, spicy food, amazing beaches, late night

chit-chatting, were some of the lighter moments to be cherished forever.

– Siddharth
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B
eyond Borders India decided to expand its reach to cities

beyond Delhi. It explored possibilities of working in

collaboration with organisations in Bhopal, Jaipur and

Mumbai.

The Beyond Borders group went to Bhopal (capital of the State of

Madhya Pradesh in Central India) on a scoping visit and met up with

two NGOs: Sambhavna Trust Clinic that works on health issues in

areas affected by the Bhopal Gas Tragedy (1984) and the subsequent

pollution of water and soil; and Eklavya that works on alternative

education techniques. The group conducted a skills’ sharing

workshop with Sambhavna Trust Clinic where they took a session on

'rising above stereotypes’ and shared tips about approaching

Going Beyond Delhi

communities for a project (the Beyond Borders group has hitherto

worked only with youth). The Beyond Borders group explored a similar

partnership with an NGO, CECOEDECON, in Jaipur (capital of the

State of Rajasthan in North-Western India), which works in rural India.

After examining the viability and sustainability of initiating groups

outside of Delhi, Beyond Borders India eventually set-up another

chapter in Mumbai with a local partner NGO, Phase Five. The group in

Mumbai (capital of the State of Maharashtra in Western India) went

through a similar process of selection with a written application

followed by an interview. Phase Five conducted a Life Skills Residential

Camp in April 2006 for the core group, followed by action projects and

their monitoring and evaluation.

Sunniya

BB has helped me
make friends all
over the world
and has made me
understand that as
humans we need
to embrace each
other irrespective
of our religions,
cultures, creeds,
sects, colour etc.
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Beyond Borders Mumbai

T
he Mumbai team of Beyond Borders was conceived in the
month of March, where the team members met each other for
the first time. 12 drastically different youths who had the

potential for leadership, team work and commitment came together
to work towards a common goal. They had their Life Skills Camp from
17th to 21st of May, at the Initiatives of Change Centre at Panchgini.
Phase Five trained them on various topics at an individual, community
and world level.

Our twin babies (our action projects!)
HIGH ON LIFE - an addiction awareness programme

Human behaviour cannot be isolated from the social, cultural and
environmental reality surrounding it. While objective reality is 

manifest in the processes of living and engaging with the natural
world, subjectivity is the experience of individuals that shapes 
their worldview and lifestyle. Both these realities form the basis for
social action.

Earlier, society was self-regulating and did not need precise rules for
effective drug control. Drug consumption was carried out openly,
legitimised by cultural norms and restricted by traditional demand. It
was also free of underground dealings. Today, however, community
controls have given way to centralised government regulation which
instead of reducing drug abuse has resulted in the replacement of
traditional suppliers by criminal networks.

Cities like Mumbai are plagued with substance abuse. The stressful,
capitalistic attitude of this city sustains such abuse, and the easy
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availability of drugs makes it thrive. The group decided to start 

small and target vulnerable youth and to make them aware that life

can be safer, healthier and in fact simpler, free from dependency 

on drugs.

Key Objectives
Spread Awareness about:

1. Addiction and its relationship to our social environment and

lifestyles.

2. The impact of abuse whether it is of a substance or a relationship.

3. Differences between the use and abuse of substances.

4. The various kinds of drugs, causes of drug abuse, and options and

process of rehabilitation.

The target audience were students of various colleges in Mumbai; i.e. -
Mithibai College, Jai Hind College, and St. Xavier's College.The group used
various methodologies like a college module (workshop, presentation and
guest speakers), posters, hand-outs, power point presentations etc. They
moulded the module specifically according to the kind of audience they
were approaching and made the necessary changes.

Mr. Hiranandani, a counselor with Kripa Foundation approached the
team with an offer to give two of the members a scholarship to under-
go training in counseling for drug rehabilitation.

H2OME - Water and Me
Ancient yet modern, fabulously rich yet achingly poor, Mumbai is India
in a microcosm. It's a teeming metropolitan, commercial hub of an old

Urvi

I am from...

the young and 
confident, who 
will and who can,

NO is not the
answer, no action
is not acceptable,
to live and let live...
for change, for 
evolution...
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...found a method to my madness in 
Beyond Borders!

A roller coaster experience full of passion,
energy, adventure, thrill, goodness and

friends for life...
– Sachi

What kept BB going and what keeps it
going now are the connections we’ve
made. The feeling that there are other

people like me, committed and
passionate is a nice feeling. In short, BB
rocks! And we should keep it that way.

– Deane

civilization seeking to find its place in the New World Order. Forty

percent of India's taxes come from this city alone, and half of India's

international trade passes through its natural harbour. In fact Mumbai

is the very soul of human enterprise.

Nearly twenty-five to twenty-eight million people live in the

commercial capital of India. With an area of 468 sq km and with a

population density of 27,120 per sq km, Mumbai is one of the

country's most populated city and needs special attention, especially

as far as resource management is concerned.The water crisis does not

grab headlines, but far more people suffer from it than from the issues

that do. Water is life's most precious resource; it's needed to survive

by all living things equally. Mumbai's daily requirement of water is

3900 million liters per day, while its supply is only 2500 m.l.p.d.

Already there is a widening gap between demand and supply. With 
an ever-increasing population, and increasing rate of development,
the water requirement is escalating to new heights. Water supply 
is a mega-crisis which is a catastrophe hidden in the shadows of
future times. The Beyond Borders Mumbai team was exceedingly
concerned about Mumbai's future, as it will drastically affect not 
only them, but millions of others too. The group decided to Think BIG
and start SMALL - and target household management and wastage
of water.
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Kritika

I am from…
Ringing bells of
mandir!!!
Whistling of the
pressure cooker

(peeli peeli
paneer
and band
gobhi)
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The objective was to create awareness among young
adults about–

• Management of water
• Wastage and its implications
• Water conservation - various opportunities and methods

The group also collected information on various opportunities to
install rain water harvesting cells in one's building/society etcetera;
and forwarded the details to interested housing societies.

The group researched about various water related problems and areas
of concern. We interacted with various experts and professionals in
the field of water management from the Brihanmumbai Municipal
Council, the Ministry of Water Resources and other organisations
working on rain water harvesting.

The group conducted one outreach to create awareness through a
programme at Utpal Sanghvi School, where they interacted with
approximately 500 students in the age group of 11-12 years; using

various methodologies like power point presentations, short
documentaries, and interactive conversation to achieve our objectives.
The school wanted them to come back and do the workshop with the
other classes, and also introduce some follow-up activities in
collaboration with their in-house nature club.

This is what the group felt on completion of their projects: “All of us
have been part of an opportunity most of us could not have dreamed
of. Beyond Borders to each and every one of us has been a life
changing experience. We all have taken back from it some treasures as
an individual and as well as a team level. We have been through a
journey planned and executed by us. It has been an eventful journey
in which we have made a lot of friends, professionally and personally.
We have not only broken some of our stereotypes but also broadened
our stream of thought; and we are ready now to move forward. To
conclude we would like to quote His Holiness the Dalai Lama - “Time
is always moving. The important thing is to learn from the past and
then look forward to the future.”

I am from...
the girl who wants to speak up 

I am from the tree that wants to grow
I am from the river that wants to breathe...

for change, I am the seed...

Pulkita
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Training and Action Projects
The biggest project so far in Beyond Borders has been the Sex
Education Project. Beyond Borders has partnered with Ideosync
Media Combine for the Project. The group has completed pre-testing
and re-designing their printed communication material on condom
usage and their campaign to make sex education in schools compul-
sory. The group is working on the dissemination of this communica-
tion material and taking workshops in schools. A radio play and an
audio-visual on the issue will also be produced.

Reproductive and Sexual Health Education
The main aim of this project was to spread awareness about 
sexually transmitted diseases with the major focus being on HIV/AIDS
awareness.

The team which carried out the project was trained under the
guidance of N. Ramakrishnan of Ideosync Media Combine - an

organisation which works in the area of developing communications
material and issue-based training related to gender, sexuality and
reproductive health.

The project has moved ahead with developing communication
material by the members of Beyond Borders. These have been
developed for young people - in the form of posters, bookmarks,
pamphlets and so on.

Workshops were also conducted on specially designed modules for
the school students on personal health, gender and the issue of
HIV/AIDS, the main aim being that these students at least get a space
to talk about these things, as there is great inhibition when it comes
to talking about these issues.

These workshops conducted for 11th standard students, were carried
out in schools such as Ramjas School, Pusa Road and Ryan
International School, Vasant Kunj.

This effort made by the group has gathered a good response from the
students because they were exposed to a whole new perspective on
some very basic issues like gender or issues like clearing myths and
concepts about AIDS.

The group looks forward to taking this project to more schools and
creating more spaces for young people to talk about HIV/AIDS and
other related issues.

Democracy Group
The second core group went ahead with the module developed by the
first with an increased emphasis on Right to Information. Beyond
Borders was joined by members from Prabodh (a group of young peo-
ple advocating public policy reform). Workshops exploring democracy
were conducted with three classes in North Delhi Sr. Sec. Public
School. The group also conducted a one-day workshop with Rajkiya
Pratibha Vikas Vidyalaya, Shalimar Bagh.

Beyond Borders Delhi 2005-2006



Amna

During BB I realised
I wanted a career in
development.
I worked as a
research associate
for a think tank after
I graduated but
decided I preferred
working on develop-

ment proj-
ects rather
than on
research.
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Environment - Life Skills Group
The last core group’s project on life skills education was improved and

modified by the second core group and branched into an action

project on environment and life skills. The group came with the idea

and the zest to start some work related to environment - OUR

environment. Initially a lot of brain storming was done as to how we

as a group would like to shape this project.

The next few weeks were followed by a lot of proposals, discussions,

and meetings. And with the guidance of the mentors and other

friends, the critical condition of water in water bodies in Delhi was

chosen as the main issue by the group.

Being new to this issue and hence not completely equipped, various
meetings and discussions were held to explore options and gain
knowledge. The first step was an exposure along with Swechha - We
For Change Foundation, an organisation which is presently actively
working for the cause of Yamuna in Delhi. The group discovered the
beauty of the river and the bestiality of mankind on it.

The next step was to look for solutions and with this in mind the
group went to CSE (The Centre for Science and Environment) and
learnt about rain water harvesting as an effective way of water
conservation. At personal levels too, the group was looking for more
avenues like the internet and talking to people involved in similar
areas to gather information.

I am from...
Like a fish, in this bowl, I had a world of my own.

Hung up on the second floor, with a vivid view of the TV tower.
I grew up in northern Delhi.

Vaani

This was made at a training workshop organised by SARAI for Beyond Borders
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After a month of research, they approached colleges for movie
screenings on Yamuna followed by group discussions. The aim was
not to bring about a revolutionary change but to just make people
around us aware of the condition of water they drank and lived with
every day, to sensitize them and in the process bring them closer to
the reality of their world. The first workshop was at Janaki Devi
Memorial College in September 2006 and the group received an over-
whelming response from students and teachers alike.

Female Foeticide Group
The group went on exposure trips to communities where female
foeticide was most prevalent and interviewed various stake-holders
on the issue. The group gathered information and prepared workshop
modules and powerpoint presentations. The group facilitated
workshops with youth in colleges to build awareness on the
prevalence of female foeticide and also to break myths of it being only
a rural phenomena.

The group is presently preparing a documentary from these exposure
visits, a two-minute trailer of which was presented at the Life Skills
Camp in October 2006.

Beyond Borders India Film Group
The core group also worked on making a film entitled 'Footprints…'

about the Beyond Borders project and other youth projects. Trained

and facilitated by Ankit Pogula, the film was made completely by

Beyond Borders members who conceptualised the film and then shot,

scripted, voiced and edited it. Members have also received training

from Sarai (a media training organisation in Delhi) on communicating

through zines, blogs and comic strips.

It's always been very personally touching to work with Beyond Borders. Some of my good

friends have been from BEYOND BORDERS over the last year. Moreover, I have always

felt trust, respect and responsibility every time I am in BEYOND BORDERS; which Neeti

and Mridu so mindfully have held and practiced and led it to percolate down deep into

the organisation and the members. One can feel their positive influences.

-Ankit Pogula
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Life Skills Camp at Sanskriti Kendra 
25 members of Beyond Borders from Delhi, Mumbai and Colombo
went through Life Skills training organised by Beyond Borders Delhi at
Sanskriti Kendra from October 5-9, 2006. Overall facilitators for the
camp were Ankit Pogula, freelance film maker; Akanksha Dutta and
Swati Chawla, mentors for Beyond Borders Delhi.

The objectives for the camp were the following: 

1. Develop a good understanding of the themes - identity, diversity
and active citizenship.

2. Gain an understanding of social responsibility (in its various 

manifestations/forms) and what it means to be an active citizen.

3. Get the (insight) direction, drive, determination that is needed for

individuals to work towards their vision of a better world.

4. Develop and enhance young people's skills in translating their

sense of social responsibility/citizenship to reality enabling them

to change or effect/contribute to change.

5. Develop an understanding of the various models by which

(action) projects for change can be taken up and implemented.

I am from the winters of 96, a class IV standard student, sitting on stairs 
waiting for the rick and thinking of different 

tricks; plans of not going to school as am not prepared for today's test.
Ankit Sharma

Integrated Life Skills Camp 2006
BB India & BB Sri LankaVinisha

I am from the
world full of 
people who yell
aloud but don’t do
anything, fools
they are, they
don’t realise that
change won’t
come until you
stand up and do
something...
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The camp began with an introspective session called ‘I am From,’
where the participants wrote poems describing all the experiences,
people in their life, issues concerning them and snippets of the
journey that brought them to Beyond Borders and the camp. This was
followed by a session on ‘Exploring the Self’ by Pawan Gupta from
Society for Integrated Development of the Himalayas (SIDH). The
session explored the distinction between word and meaning,
intention and competence and helped the participants come to an
understanding of where they placed themselves in relation to their
family, society, nature and the universe.

A session by Jagori helped the participants explore issues related to
gender and sexuality. The process of self-discovery culminated in a
session on ‘Who am I’ where the participants went through a guided
meditation into self-enquiry. Sessions on Conflict Resolution by Rita
Mishra from Pravah helped participants discover how they react to sit-
uations of conflict and how they can move towards a win-win
response to conflict situations. The team from Beyond Borders Sri
Lanka conducted a session on teambuilding and Huma Qureshi from
Beyond Borders Delhi helped the participants let loose with theatre.
The games explored how individuals communicated and related to
each other.

On the theme of social change, a session by Ravi Gulati from Manzil
explored different notions of change and how the participants could

discover the change they wanted to affect. Arijit Roy (from Jagran)
gave an outline of how media can be used for social change with
examples of how pantomime theatre has been used to convey a 
message in different parts of the world.

A video conference with representatives from organisations working
for social change - Citizenship Foundation, Carnegie Young People
Initiative, Centre for Innovation in Voluntary Action in the UK and
Bharat Yuva Shakti Trust in India - helped bring fresh perspectives on
active citizenship and how social change can be brought about even
with a group of part-time volunteers and little resources! 

There was a discussion on "dialogues on different faiths and under-
standing them" by Kanwalpreet Kaur that drew light on the fact that
most faiths or religions led to the same destination of understanding
oneself and living in harmony but came up in different times at
different spaces making their own distinct paths to that destination.

This was followed by a discussion on "History, Identity and Conflict"
led by Mukul Kesawan. Mukul agreed and explained in detail how
different identities and practices due to a homogenous culture and
different foreign influences across time were a cause for conflict.

A session by Parth J Shah from Centre for Civil Society introduced the
participants to the importance of public policy in bringing about long-
lasting and effective change. Lilian from Pravah helped explore the
theme of social entrepreneurship and how entrepreneurs in different
parts of the world changed their communities and societies for the
better.

The discussion came full circle with Beyond Borders members
chalking out a plan for setting themselves up as an organisation. The
discussion brought out how the teams perceived Beyond Borders,
what was different about it from other youth organisations and how
each of them would like to be associated with it.

The camp concluded with a celebration of two years of Beyond
Borders with music from Jigri and members of Beyond Borders. Les
Dangerfield, the deputy director of British Council Delhi graced the
occasion where the teams from Delhi, Mumbai and Colombo
presented a report on their actions and plans for the future.
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Beyond Borders 2007
'This is definitely not the end of Beyond Borders', was the one
thought which ran across everyone’s minds when they had met in
October 2006 at Sanskriti Kendra to decide the future of BB: “We are
glad to acknowledge that we have been able to achieve our ultimate
goal and continue our active work with BB. The two-day residential
camp this time had none of the usual Beyond Borders features like a
good venue, laptop-and-projector presentations and international
presence. All we had were 12 of us from Delhi and Mumbai who still
wanted to take BB forward. Ravi Gulati from Manzil Welfare Society
facilitated the process along with Ankit Pogula and Vinod Sreedhar
(Phase Five). We "started from scratch" in more ways than one-

I am from the hot and tempting smell of my grandma's food,
the ghost of the dark (to which I was) comforted by the unconditional love of my parents,

the typical sound of the army jeep to the beautiful world of my barbie.
My childhood as of everyone was a world of beauty and the best things in the world.

Jenica

thought out of the box of our action projects, of setting up an
organisation, and of even the name of Beyond Borders. These were
our convictions when Beyond Borders was reborn:

• We all felt that something needed to change

• We felt that we had it in us to affect a change

• We wanted to work with each other and pass on our skills to
more people

A mentor was selected from among the group for each city - Swati
Chawla for Delhi and Urvi Wani for Mumbai. The groups would have
project coordinators (on a rotational basis) for each of these and any
other future projects.”

Sanduni

I am from where I
woke up from my
mother's
voice…jumping
out of bed to
explore my garden
to find stuff for my
play house to carry

out my
day…

Beyond Borders Lives On...
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BB Delhi in 2008
The Delhi group decided to work on two of its prior projects namely
Democracy and Reproductive and Sexual Health. The training and
resource building for new members is in progress.

BB Mumbai in 2008
Mumbai experienced a rebirth after the meeting in Delhi in 2007 with
3 members deciding to work on a completely new issue - Gender,
Sexuality and Identity.

Through group discussions and workshops, BB questioned the issue
of sexuality and morality. “Let’s talk about sex” was a great
barometer of people's perception, where the group facilitated open
discussions on sex. This was conducted with youth group
representatives at a Centre for Civil Society Session and with groups
of college students. The discussion also found its way at a film festival
where 4 films based on sexuality were screened - Tales of the Night
Fairies, India's Third Gender, I Am the Very Beautiful, and Say Amen.

In order to bring to the fore the issues of sexual minorities, the group
conducted meetings with NGOs in Delhi like Naz Foundation, Tarshi
and Sahara Community. The group read, interacted, observed and
finally initiated activities with Humsafar Trust, an NGO working with

male sexual minorities. The group learned about the strong cultural
tradition that this community possessed and arranged a theatre
workshop.

This cultural exploration took another leap when Beyond Borders and
Mam Movies made a documentary on transgenders as part of a 48-
hour film making fest in Los Angeles. With an effort to reach out to
the youth in this initiative, a Navratri night was organised with
Humsafar Trust where urban youth interacted with this community. In
keeping with the spirit generated at the event, the transgendered
group is gearing up for a festival in May-June 08 with BB Mumbai.

BB Dhaka in 2008
The group now functions under the name of Nation Pulse and has just
formed its second core group. It has been an active member of
People's Forum for Millennium Development Goals and persuaded
58000 people to stand up for one minute and thus show their
solidarity for eliminating poverty. Nation Pulse worked hand in hand
with Ministry of Foreign Affairs to organise the first SAARC Youth
Camp 2007 held in Savar, Dhaka. The group is also working in a
Students Utilities Vacation programme to build small structures like
thatched houses and  libraries in rural areas.

BB Colombo in 2008
After April 2007, Beyond Borders Sri Lanka decided to redefine their
mandate to become a space for young people to express themselves
and take action on development issues based on the BB themes of
Identity, Diversity and Active Global Citizenship. Organisationally, the
group is at the verge of registering Beyond Borders as a non-profit
organisation and runs a blog: http://beyondborders.wordpress.com.

The group is currently working on three main focus areas:

• Peace and governance: creating a reader on youth voices on the
ethnic conflict in Sri Lanka based on country-wide mobile forums,
study circles and additional research

• Citizenship: creating a resource pack for activists/grassroots
organisations on citizenship education

• Forum theatre: exploring issues like national security and poverty.



Akanksha Datta
(With Beyond Borders) I realised that everything is not
about winning and competing but about learning, so
many times you are caught up in the rat race that you
forget to learn… don't really enjoy the process, don't

learn it as a discipline but only want to get a first division.

The experience with Beyond Borders has reaffirmed my
belief that change will happen and these small little
catalysts will trigger it. When I talk to someone about
an issue…a seed of change will be sown.

Working with the group I have realised how important
identity is. We are quite a heterogeneous group but we are also quite
homogenous. We are a part yet apart… all pieces of a puzzle.
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Journeys Beyond Borders
Mridu Mahajan (Mentor and Project Manager)

Beyond Borders brought together nearly 45 young peo-
ple like this, building their capacity and sensitivity to
work in a group. It was an emotionally challenging
experience for me. Beyond Borders has made them

socially responsible and aware. I can see a perceptible change in
many of them - in some quite remarkably so! They have learnt to work
independently on their action projects, be creative, find solutions and
think out-of-the-box.

The BB group expected me to have all the answers and
constantly questioned, discussed, argued with me nearly
any time of the day! With Beyond Borders group, at some
level I feel I have become a parent myself!  That is the
beauty of Beyond Borders - that not only has the project
reached out to an individual but also to their family, their
teachers, friends and in fact their whole environment.

Ruchika Mohanty
Earlier I concentrated on the product or the output and
if the group did not come along with me, I'd go ahead
and do it on my own. Now the process is more 
important to me. It's important that everyone is along

on the same plane. From being on my own I've moved to become a
'group' person.

Through direct work in the action projects, we have moved from
idealism to realism. All those who have been involved in action
projects, from its idea to its implementation, have grown as human-
beings at every stage. As a mentor, I wanted to make sure that the
experience I have had through Beyond Borders would be as
meaningful and fruitful to the others who became a part of it. I felt
responsible.

Through Beyond Borders I have understood the impor-
tance of being a 'back stage help'. In Beyond Borders
each individual finds a way of contributing and of
feeling valued. Even by questioning and simply being
aware… I believe you are making a change.

Sometimes I think that Beyond Borders has added 
to more confusions!  And set me on a course of 
discovery…

I am from 
The sweet smell of my granny's scent 

The cawing of crows perched on the courtyard tree
The horns of the school buses, the thought of

being confined into the walls of the classroom...
Aparna

Beyond mental restrictions…
beyond our comfort zones…beyond physical barriers…

beyond our inhibitions…beyond stereotypes…
beyond borders of all types…

– Beyond Borders India

I am from those sounds of the fairy 
tales told by my granny.

From the smell of the mud after the first rain.
From the days of running after butterflies.
From the sights outside the running train.

I am from the insane passion of being the best...
Meenu



Swati Chawla

My biggest learning in Beyond Borders has been to
have an eternal optimism in people, to just believe,
have faith in people around me.

I've seen the way people have grown with Beyond
Borders!  How everyone has become so involved in projects, so
committed, so passionate that nothing matters to them now. They
don't look for any favours or benefits but want to contribute
something meaningful to the society. I marvel at the way the Beyond
Borders group has accepted each other and brought out the best in
each other.

Beyond Borders has opened several new vistas for me. For instance,
I became the regional coordinator for the Glocal Youth
Parliament - a project aimed at connecting young
people to their municipalities and city councils for
Asia. My responsibility was to mentor young people
in 6 cities to inspire them and give them guidance in
their action projects on multiculturalism, youth and
political involvement, gender issues etc. My
experience as a mentor has helped me with this and
more! It reaffirmed my goal to become a professor.
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I am from the pain of woman,
used by her men folk.

I am from my desire to break stereotypes.
I am from the hunger to share,

learn and grow!
–Tushita

I am from morning skies and night’s
sleep... somewhere... where it was
beautiful to think and dream big...

I’m glad, it still is...
Lavina

I am from where the world needs a lot of change,
where there is loads of resistance to

change, but trying to dream of how to make
change. I am from where my teachers made

me who I am now because everyone 
I meet is a teacher for me...

Nooranie

..and if my enthusiasm dies and fades away into conflicts
that I am trying to grapple with, there will be one more

enthusiast waiting to
take up...
and with the bubbling
zeal of youth, take on
the constant process
of change...

– Footprints, BB
India Film

Upasna Kaul

I felt empowered as Beyond Borders approach was
flexible, loosely structured and we were treated as
equals - not only given credit but also held accountable.
In fact with Beyond Borders, the British Council has also

evolved. I believe we've made the Council a bit younger (!) and the
Council has made us a bit older (responsible).

This is an excellent ground for breeding young people
who are sensitive to the needs of people around them
and feel ownership and accountability of the world
they inhabit.

It is here I have learnt that all of us can be heroes
in our little ways. After all if we are not willing to
do something about the way things are, we have
no right to complain.
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Ankit Sharma

I am currently working as a senior executive with a
Public Relations firm. Beyond Borders instilled in me the
ethics of living life the "right" way. It helped me come
out of my shell and face the world more confidently. It

changed me and my life in various ways; gave me a voice of my 
own. "The Ethics and Values injected three years back runs in my
blood the way adrenaline does." ;-)  Sounds like a dialogue or
something na!

Ankur

During BB I learnt the meaning of 'Meaning', just trying
to implement that in my real life. I have been entangled
in the Corporate world for the last two years and also
trying my hands at entrepreneurship. ;)

Aparna

BB has been a great learning experience and it has
brought out some very visible changes in me and
POSITIVE ones at that. I owe a  lot of my confidence to
all the experiences that I had. It has definitely broken

some important stereotypes for me. Most important thing of all...I
made some amazing friends in BB and I value and cherish them even
now, and hope to continue doing the same in future as well.

I am currently working hard to get out of grad. school and move on
to the next level of my education.

Anurima

I am finishing my masters in sociology and also working
on a research project with Tata Institute of Social
Sciences.

Artie

BB came to me at a time when I did not know where I
was headed in life. I felt that apart from my academics,
I needed to do something different, something that
helped not only me, but affected others as well...in a

good way of course. :)! Being with BB not only helped me break a lot
of stereotypes I had harboured as a result of my conditioning, but also
helped me come out of my shell (as surprising as this may sound!).

I am now working at Cosmopolitan as an editorial trainee, and its
been about 7 months since I joined. I like what I am doing, even
though it has no connection with the development sector. But I have
to admit, being with BB was the best time in my life and I might not
be in touch with every single person, but they have touched my life in
a big way :).

Eesha

Beyond Borders has been a LIFE CHANGING experience
in many ways...a beautiful platform to learn (sometimes
unlearn) life's valuable lessons...a reason of meeting
interesting young minds...experiencing love beyond the

barriers of caste, religion, gender, nationality...enhancing my
communication skills and making me expressive in my thoughts and
ideas...making me realise my potential to THINK and ideate...
providing me a platform to voice my opinions-thoughts-ideas-
expectations...giving me FRIENDS AND RELATIONSHIPS THAT WOULD
LAST ME THIS LIFE TIME...making me what I am today...I AM GLAD TO
HAVE BEEN A PART OF THIS NEVER-ENDING AND UNFORGETTABLE
JOURNEY CALLED 'BEYOND BORDERS'.

I am working in the field of Mass communication and currently work
at a Public Relations agency in New Delhi. Beyond Borders is alive in
me and would continue to inspire me at every stage in life.

Life Updates
Here’s what Beyond Borders meant to us and where it has taken us!

Beyond Borders
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Guneet

It’s been 3 long years since BB…what I have taken from
it is the energy and vibrancy of youth…of having lived
the "I can make the ideal world" dream…of meeting
like-minded passionate and fun people…of friendships

and conversations I still have and cherish…I am now in a field that
provided me the opportunity to further the academic skills of my
graduation major-maths and it’s something different, challenging and
tough…I think BB and its questioning and the confidence it gave me
helped me do that..I am in the actuarial department of HDFC Standard
Life, Mumbai and my work involves valuation and product pricing…and
I am learning and challenging and questioning and growing…as a
working professional and as a person.

Jenica

As for everyone, BB for me too has been a turning point in
my life that has set me into an altogether different
direction though I don't know the destination I definitely
know that I am treading through the way which is close to

my heart...I am happy, I wish and hope everyone else is happy too...we
all will catch up with the same smile and warmth on the great day...

Kritika

I'm presently pursuing bachelor's in English (final year)
and it was about 2 years back that I became part of BB.
It started my journey of self introspection, made me
think hard about people and things around me that

didn't matter before. It has made me accept (…acknowledge??!!)
the differences amongst people and helped me look at the similarities
more often than the differences, hence making mine and others’ life
a lot easier to live. :)  Thanks to BB I got associated with Pravah which
has become so close to me now and probably is the next stage of the
Journey!  BB acted as a stepping stone… a building block at a very
crucial stage of my life. I'm glad and satisfied that I've decided to
pursue master's in social work now… something that I couldn't have
even thought in the beginning of my graduation!

Lavina

I always used to dream...all kinds of dreams...big
dreams, small dreams, silly dreams, flamboyant dreams,
risky dreams...BB gave me the courage to live those
dreams...much vivid! 

Today I see the world full of people with similarities more than
differences...While doing my graduation in psychology, my areas of
interest kept changing...BB being the constant made me realise the
application of my subject in greater depths.

Today I am extremely happy studying psychology...and have found my
space in the midst of some beautiful learning disabled children as a
special educator...and would love to see myself working with them for
greater good...soon I will do my masters in clinical psychology.

With BB by my side I feel I am blessed width a "bohemian heart
which is both faithful AND fickle"- Anaïs Nin and C.N.

Meenu

The golden chapter of my life that left a mark on my
existence. Miraculous energy and the like-mindedness is
something what made us call ourselves Beyond
Borders, Beyond the borders of prejudices, pre-

conceived notions and beyond all mental blocks. It brought me out in
the sun and helped me meet my inner self.

Pulkita

After BB... I’m applying my understanding of BB in daily
life. Finished graduation. Worked at SIDH for a while.
SIDH was also introduced to us through BB. Worked
there in primary education. Now looking at an MA in

media maybe. Even I don't know where I'll be two years from now. I
don't know what else to write. Just add in na...

Rahul
BB has been a significant part of my evolution, it wasn't
just a phase in my life, it lives as a part of me,
completing my identity.Currently, I am working as an
analyst and enjoying here:)
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I am looking for opportunities through which I can contribute socially,
I see a tremendous scope of creating social awareness in the
Corporate world and will surely be taking few steps in this 
direction soon.

Rishabh
I always wanted to work with people from diverse
backgrounds while, at the same time, making sense of
the varied opinions. BB was a perfect platform for that.
Stereotypes were banished and I got a whole new

perspective on LIFE! I have been working with a financial research
firm since I left college, and am planning to go for further studies in
an year or so. Undoubtedly, BB is one of the most satisfying
experiences of my life.

Sachi
I am finishing college this year… and trying to figure
out my life!

Sanchita
See this is what BB does to me...had the bestest time of
my life with all that we did..met some amazing people!
Some where deep down I know that you guys are
there...and it feels great!

BB gave me the direction and the courage to choose my own reason...I
always knew that I wanted to work with the people and now I am a
good one-year down my Masters in Development Studies.

I don’t know when the change happened, I stopped questioning it a
long time back, but BB took me by surprise!

Siddharth
I am currently in the last semester of Masters in
International Relations, Jawaharlal Nehru University...
will be continuing with my M.Phil in European Studies...
simultaneously preparing for Indian Foreign Services

(hope I get through)...to continue the Beyond Borders spirit in foreign
policy matters as well...let’s see. Trying to be the change we wish to
see in the world... :)

Surya

The words of George Bernard Shaw "I want to be all
used up" still ring in my head like they did when I first
joined Beyond Borders."

Being part of BB gave me an insight into who I was, and that I was
nothing if I was not contributing to the society that I lived in. The
experience that BB gave me helped me to move on and become a part
of the Indian Army. I joined the Academy in 2006. Life was tough but
the teamwork and the zeal to push on in spite of difficulties were
things that came easy to me as I drew from my past experiences as
part of the BB core team. I passed out and got selected in one of the
elitest troops of India, The Paratroopers! Was a dream come true for
me and now I am proudly serving our country as a Lieutenant in one
of the elitest regiments of the Indian Armed Forces.

Experience is what makes the man, they say...And I absolutely agree
to that! The platform, the opportunities, the teachings, the learnings
and above all the friendships have made me what I am today and for
that...I will always be truly grateful.

Sushant

I am pursuing a post-graduate diploma in cinemato-
graphy from the Film and Television Institute of India,
Pune. Another 3-4 years here and then probably will be
a part of some meaningful cinema.

Swati Chawla

Beyond Borders has renewed my optimism in people, in
ideas and in dreams! And I have taken all three with me
to wherever I have gone after BB. I am going to finish
my Masters in Literature soon and apply for a PhD. And

yes, working with BB, as always!

Swati Khanna
Certain things I understood about myself was through
Beyond Borders, I try and look back at what I aspired to
when I just landed in Delhi from a small town and I
realised how differently I look at things today. I have a
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different set of aspirations with me now, I see people  around me and
myself as equal-maybe this is one of the best things that I have come
to understand (and maybe still trying to understand with very passing
day and with every new person I meet).

And coming to Beyond Borders meeting people from diverse fields,
from different countries, cultures I realised how closely knit the entire
world is…

I am at the moment working with a documentary director in Delhi
before this having spent one year working in an NGO called STOP that
dealt with the issue of combating human trafficking in children and
women. The experience of wherever I have been since and after
Beyond Borders has been enriching…Simply because it helped me
understand myself more closely! :)

Tushita

Currently I am at a crucial juncture of my life, why I say
this is because I have finally planned to take up deve-
lopment sector as my career path, especially after my
short stint in the Corporate  world! I have decided to

come out of my comfort zone and get my hands dirty in this field, I

wish to derive satisfaction by seeing people around me smile!!! :) This
change in me has come from my involvement with BB, as it has
opened my eyes and made me realise that every problem has a
solution and can be sorted, if there is a will to do. :)

Upasna

Beyond Borders helped me see life from a different
perspective. It gave me an opportunity to be on the
other side of the fence and do some work rather 
than just sit and comment about "how things can 

never change.”

About a year post-BB, I'm doing Masters in English Literature but
even though BB is past for me I have internalised so many things I
learnt there and taken them forward wherever I headed.

Urvi:

I am just super excited about finally finishing college...! 
I graduate this year!



Our Vision
Beyond Borders India are young change makers who have resolved to challenge the existing restrictive order. As the
decision-makers of tomorrow we should not only be aware of our own responsibilities but should remind others about
their duty as well. As intolerance spreads like a global epidemic, it becomes mandatory for us to build awareness about
varied world cultures and their inherent similarities. It is our belief that it is only by appreciating individual and regional
identities that world peace can be ensured.

Humanity is the only tool through which we can stem the growing tide of hatred. Thus, it is necessary for us to transcend
barriers and work for the upliftment of the marginalised groups. It is up to us to take up the cause of the homeless, hungry,
disabled, rural and urban poor and many other such 'invisible, unheard and unseen' sections. In short, we want to work
towards Human Rights issues to augment positive social change.

In this mission we aim to work in tandem with like-minded youth from all parts of the world. As young people coming
from varied walks of life and having diverse local identities, we need to unite our efforts because our futures are connected
as well.

We pledge to give our energy, enthusiasm, ideas and commitment to building awareness about our
similarities and mobilise resources to sensitise people and work towards constructive solutions…



“Some interesting people”
– Meenu Gulati

Contact us at:
beyondbordersindia@gmail.com

British Council India Website: www.britishcouncil.org/india De
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